


The Letter (Unit 3)

This assignment requires that you to pick a current animal welfare/rights or conservation related issue concerning animals and take action by writing a letter expressing your position on this issue. Consider picking an issue concerning animals used in research experimentation, animals in entertainment, companion animals or farmed animals, or wildlife. Finding a specific and current issue will require some time and thought.  Don’t rush it. Look on websites, and check social media such as FB.

What makes this assignment different is that, besides turning in the letter to me, you need to actually send it (either electronically via email or with an envelop and stamp) to the person you addressed it to. Just coming up with a good current issue and researching it enough to figure out where you stand on the topic and who you should write your letter to will require a lot of research. It’s not easy.  

Once you find a specific and current issue that interests you, read up on it on a variety of websites, not just one. Find news articles on it. Then decide what kind of letter you want to write. Two popular ideas are: 1) a letter to a government official asking them to support a pending bill or take some current political action; 2) a letter to the executive director or CEO of a corporation or the owner of a store or business. Your letter should be well researched and include in-text references to your sources to substantiate your claims. No Works Cited page is needed as this is a letter. 

Once you find an issue you like, you need to think about who your letter will go to. Who are you writing to? This is tricky and interesting because you need to address the letter to a real person and once you figure that out, your letter starts taking shape in terms of how you will need to frame it because of who will be reading it and the impact you wish to achieve. I'm looking for letters that are well researched and well written, but also letters that WILL MAKE THE MOST IMPACT in terms of who they are addressed to, what the issue is, what has recently happened to make the letter timely, etc. You should write this letter in correct business-letter format as well. 

As I mentioned above, you must actually send your letter (for real!) to the person addressed and prove that you did so. You can send it via email but before you hit SEND, you must document your work to me via a screen shot and a Word document. (The Word Document is to ensure that I can read the letter.) Post both the screen shot and the Word document under ASSIGNMENTS. You may also BCC me in your letter. If you are writing a letter to be mailed by the US Post Office, you will need to take a photograph of the letter and the stamped addressed envelope in order to receive credit. 

Signing a petition and adding a few of your own words to a form letter doesn’t cut it. It has to be a letter written by you that helps further the goals of a campaign or brings out your informed opinion on a current important animal-related issue. It should be around 300 words. Keep it straightforward and concise (get to the point); make it personal and heartfelt (why do you care?) and be clear on what you want the government official or readership or corporate boss to do (concrete, specific action steps.) 

The letter you write will be submitted three times:
· Once to the person to which it is addressed, and 
· Twice to me via screen capture and Word document or BCC and Word document

NOTE: The video that accompanies this assignment is a bit dated. You do not need to join a group as described in the video. You should skip that part, but you can, however, consider researching current animal-related events in one of the five categories I listed that interests you and see what you find. For the record, those categories or groups are: 1) Farmed Animals, 2) Animals used in Experimentation, 3) Animals Used in Entertainment, 4)Wildlife, and 5) Companion Animals. 
If you have an idea and aren’t sure about it, or have two ideas and can’t decide, email me and we can discuss it. I am always happy to offer suggestions and guidance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]DON’T FORGET: I need proof that you sent the letter to the person you said you did. So you will need to take a screen shot if you are sending a letter out from a website's formatted page, or I will need to be bcc'd in the letter if you send it email, or if you go the old fashioned route of snail mail, (which by the way, gets more attention than any other kind of letter) then I'll need a smart-phone photo of the letter and the addressed and stamped envelope, all legible please. Save your letter in a simple word document and post that, along with the screen shot or photo, under the appropriate assignment. 







